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INntroduction

"Are you still moving forward?" Is an Audiovisual work for an
elementary school ruins. The work Is an attempt to respond to
anthropologist Xiang Blao's concept of “7The disappearance of the
nearby'. According to Xiang Biao's theory, "nearby" refers to the
soclal relations and emotional connections established by people
from different positions and backgrounds in a common living space.
It contains two characteristics: fluidity and generativity, which
means that the internal relations of the "nearby"” are constantly
changing and self-renewing.
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Primary school Ruins

This work uses VHS cameras and 3D scanning models to record

and reproduce the ruins of an elementary school with real-time
sound and video processing via Maxmsp. In modern society, the life
of the elementary school campus is the first place to establish
‘nearby”, and the nostalgia for this emotional memory also forms a
reflection on "the disappearance of the nearby"”. VHS image
represents a dream-like nostalgia feeling, while the 3D modeling
effect represents an abstract sense of alienation, which build a

“discontinuous memory" together and the process of this memory
fading away.
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Photo by VHS Camera




Photo by 3D Model Scan
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Slogan(Politic)

In China, slogans are not only a part of political propaganda, but
also a way of education. Especially in schools, it Is common to see
slogans related to educational goals, as well as comments from
national leaders on educational policies, or messages to young

people.
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* School Motto: Learning, Health, Labor, Self-Reliance
* School Spirit: Love Life, Dedication, Civilization, Self-Improvement

* Slogan: Courage, Share(Moral Value)
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* Hu Jintao(Former President of China):Let every child ha(ve)

5

a happy childhood.
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Audio: Eye Exercise | BRfRfE¥R

The music of the eye exercise has a strong revolutionary ideological color, and
before the 21st century, its prelude was composed of a trumpet melody and a

revolutionary propaganda slogan. The slogan means “ Protect our eyesight for
The revolution! Let’s Start eye exercises!”

However, statistics show that despite being able to temporariIY relax the eye
muscles, the rate of myopia among Chinese teenagers, as well as their study
pressure, Is still increasing year by year.
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Slogan and The Main Theme

Today, however, the discourse of the revolution has ceased to exist
IN Chinese soclety, so the ruins of the primary school themselves
represent not only a strong nostalgia, but also a strong nothingness
INn which the "grand narrative” once believed has been shattered.
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Re-build the value of Moving Forwara

The title of this work also responds to the situation that for Chinese
students, their life choices are often driven, urged, and forced by
external forces, including expectations and pressure from parents
and schools, as well as competition among peers. When the school,
a symbol of external power, Is In ruins, can the individual assert

himself from within while maintaining the momentum to move
forward?
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Audio - Plano

Some notes and playing marks from Erik Satie's piano piece
"Gymnopedies” are also borrowed to reinforce the mood.

The three chapter of “Gymnopedies” require being "painful” (douloureux),
"sad" (triste) or "seriously” (grave)
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Main Theme Inspiration

The title of this work is Inspired by the graffiti on the walls of a ruined graduating
class, the children's hopes to the future represent a kind of magical realist inquiry:
"Are you still moving forward?*
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